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Cloudy north. Rain changing to 
snow. Clouds breaking for some sun¬ 
shine south. Morning showers. 
Breezy. Cooler. Highs in upper 30s to 
upper 50s. Weather map, Page A22. 
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Classes resumed on Wednesday at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, with extra counselors and therapy dogs on hand. 


Trump Warms 
To Gun Limits , 
Jolting N.R. A. 


By MICHAEL D. SHEAR 

WASHINGTON — President 
Trump stunned Republicans on 
live television Wednesday by em¬ 
bracing gun control and urging a 
group of lawmakers at the White 
House to resurrect gun safety leg¬ 
islation that has been opposed for 
years by the powerful National Ri¬ 
fle Association and the vast ma¬ 
jority of his party. 

In a remarkable meeting, the 
president veered wildly from the 
N.R.A. playbook in front of giddy 
Democrats and stone-faced Re¬ 
publicans. He called for compre¬ 
hensive gun control legislation 
that would expand background 
checks to weapons purchased at 
gun shows and on the internet, 
keep guns from mentally ill peo¬ 
ple, secure schools and restrict 
gun sales for some young adults. 
He even suggested a conversation 
on an assault weapons ban. 

At one point, Mr. Trump sug¬ 
gested that law enforcement au¬ 
thorities should have the power to 
seize guns from mentally ill peo¬ 
ple or others who could present a 
danger without first going to 
court. “I like taking the guns 
early,” he said, adding, “Take the 
guns first, go through due process 
second.” 

The declarations prompted a 
Continued on Page A15 


Stores Tighten Sales 


Walmart and Dick’s Sporting 
Goods said they would require 
gun buyers to be 21, and Dick’s will 
stop selling assault weapons and 
high-capacity magazines. 


Article , Page A16 


Back to Honors English, With 3 Desks Empty 


By JACK HEALY 

PARKLAND, Fla. - Brooke 
Harrison, 14, was still in a deep 
sleep when her mother knocked 
on her door and hugged her awake 
at 6:45 Wednesday morning. “You 
need to get up,” she told her 
daughter. “You don’t want to be 
late for school today.” 

It was the first day of class for 
Brooke and her classmates at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School since a mass shooting that 
killed 17 people and forever up¬ 
ended thousands of lives across 
this South Florida suburb two 
weeks ago. 

It had been two weeks of night¬ 
mares, funerals, flashbacks, vigils 
and grief counseling since the at¬ 
tack. But Brooke felt ready. 

She had watched gunfire ex¬ 


plode through her Honors English 
class that Feb. 14 afternoon as she 
and her classmates worked on an 
essay about hardship and educa¬ 
tion. Three students from her 
class alone were killed. She had 
heard their last breaths, crawled 
through glass and put pressure on 
a wounded student’s torso before 
escaping through the school park¬ 
ing lot and running as fast as she 
could to reach her home in a subdi¬ 
vision lined by coconut palms. 

Now, like many other Stoneman 
Douglas students, Brooke just 
wanted to return to a routine. She 
wanted to see her friends and re¬ 
claim her school, which is ringed 
by police officers and garlanded 
by fading memorial flowers. 

She was nervous, and she wor¬ 
ried she would cry when she 
walked through the courtyard 
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Brooke Harrisons backpack 
was damaged by a rifle round. 

where she would sometimes eat 
lunch with Alaina Petty, who was 
killed in her classroom. Others 
said they dreaded confronting so 
many empty seats, or seeing the 
Continued on Page A16 
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A Capitol Farewell 

Well-wishers gathered Wednesday in Washington to honor the Rev. Billy Graham, 99. Page A14. 


Trump Tears Into Sessions 
Over Russia Investigation 

Challenge to Attorney General’s Authority — 
Smoldering Feud Erupts in Public 


By PETER BAKER and KATIE BENNER 


WASHINGTON — The long- 
simmering friction between Presi¬ 
dent Trump and Attorney General 
Jeff Sessions erupted into an ex¬ 
traordinary public face-off on 
Wednesday as the investigation 
into Russia’s election interference 
roiled the administration and 
raised new questions about the in¬ 
dependence of law enforcement 
agencies. 

Mr. Trump excoriated Mr. Ses¬ 
sions for not ordering his own in¬ 
vestigation into the handling of 
the Russia inquiry during its early 
months, calling his attorney gen¬ 
eral “DISGRACEFUL” in a lacer¬ 
ating Twitter post. Mr. Sessions, 
who has absorbed blows from the 
White House since last year 
mostly in silence, responded with 
a rare statement defending his 
“integrity and honor.” 

The back-and-forth, unthink¬ 
able in previous administrations, 
came during a week of unrest at 
the White House. As the president 
railed about the special counsel 
Robert S. Mueller Ill’s Russia in¬ 
vestigation, his son-in-law and 
senior adviser, Jared Kushner, 
was stripped of his top-secret se¬ 
curity clearance. One of Mr. 
Trump’s closest aides, Hope 
Hicks, announced that she will 
step down as communications di¬ 
rector. And Mr. Trump’s former 
campaign chairman was back in 
court pleading not guilty to new 
charges. 

The schism between Mr. Trump 
and his attorney general has be¬ 
come a persistent subplot of his 
administration, an almost Shake¬ 
spearean rift between a president 


and one of his earliest and strong¬ 
est supporters. Mr. Sessions was 
the first senator to back Mr. 
Trump’s candidacy but has fallen 
out of favor because the president 
wanted an attorney general who 
would protect him and investigate 
his political enemies. 

The two rarely speak except in 
formal meetings, and both sides 
describe the relationship as bro¬ 
ken. In between the president’s 
tweet and Mr. Sessions’s response 
on Wednesday, the two stood awk¬ 
wardly yards apart at a Capitol 
memorial service honoring the 
Rev. Billy Graham. Mr. Trump lat¬ 
er fumed in the Oval Office about 
Mr. Sessions’s statement, accord¬ 
ing to advisers, once again leaving 
the attorney general’s fate in 
question. 

But the president’s options are 
constrained, advisers said, be¬ 
cause he recognizes that he would 
have a difficult time winning Sen¬ 
ate confirmation for a replace¬ 
ment. Mr. Sessions served there 
for 20 years, and his former col¬ 
leagues have bristled at Mr. 
Trump’s attacks. Any dismissal of 
Mr. Sessions would be taken by 
Democrats and even some Repub¬ 
licans as an effort to seize control 
of the Russia investigation and 
could trigger a bipartisan back- 
Continued on Page A18 


Top Aide Heads for the Exit 

Hope Hicks, the White House 
communications director and a 
confidante of the president, will 
leave her post. Page A17. 


Loans Flowed to Kushner Cos. 
After Visits to the White House 


This article is by Jesse Drucker, 
Kate Kelly and Ben Profess. 

Early last year, a private equity 
billionaire started paying regular 
visits to the White House. 

Joshua Harris, a founder of 
Apollo Global Management, was 
advising Trump administration 
officials on infrastructure policy. 
During that period, he met on mul¬ 
tiple occasions with Jared Kush¬ 
ner, President Trump’s son-in-law 
and senior adviser, said three peo¬ 
ple familiar with the meetings. 
Among other things, the two men 
discussed a possible White House 
job for Mr. Harris. 

The job never materialized, but 
in November, Apollo lent $184 mil¬ 
lion to Mr. Kushner’s family real 
estate firm, Kushner Companies. 
The loan was to refinance the 
mortgage on a Chicago sky¬ 
scraper. 

Even by the standards of 
Apollo, one of the world’s largest 
private equity firms, the previ¬ 
ously unreported transaction with 
the Kushners was a big deal: It 
was triple the size of the average 
property loan made by Apollo’s 


real estate lending arm, securities 
filings show. 

It was one of the largest loans 
Kushner Companies received last 
year. An even larger loan came 
from Citigroup, which lent the 
firm and one of its partners $325 
million to help finance a group of 
office buildings in Brooklyn. 

That loan was made in the 
spring of 2017, shortly after Mr. 
Kushner met in the White House 
with Citigroup’s chief executive, 
Michael L. Corbat, according to 
people briefed on the meeting. 
The two men talked about finan¬ 
cial and trade policy and did not 
discuss Mr. Kushner’s family busi¬ 
ness, one person said. 

There is little precedent for a 
top White House official meeting 
with executives of companies as 
they contemplate sizable loans to 
his business, say government 
ethics experts. 

“This is exactly why senior gov¬ 
ernment officials, for as long back 
as I have any experience, don’t 
maintain any active outside busi¬ 
ness interests,” said Don Fox, the 
Continued on Page A17 


To Erase Dissent, China Bans Pooh Bear and ‘N’ 


Mayor Looks to Miami for Next Schools Leader 


By JAVIER C. HERNANDEZ 

BEIJING — Liu Jin, a 27-year- 
old teacher in central China, is the 
kind of young nationalist that 
President Xi Jinping can typically 
count on. Mr. Liu shares propa¬ 
ganda photos of the president in 
battle fatigues online and rever¬ 
ently calls him “Uncle Xi.” 

But Mr. Liu was dismayed this 
week when he heard that the rul¬ 
ing Communist Party was chang¬ 
ing the Chinese Constitution, al¬ 
lowing Mr. Xi to stay in power in¬ 
definitely. 


Censors Try to Show 
Public Unity for Xi 

“I disagree,” Mr. Liu wrote on 
Weibo, a microblogging site, list¬ 
ing examples of power-hungry 
emperors and autocrats. Censors 
immediately deleted the post. 

During his more than five years 
in power, Mr. Xi has cultivated an 
image as a man of the people — a 
centered, sympathetic leader who 


lines up with workers to buy pork 
buns while also guiding the 
world’s most populous nation to 
growth and global influence. 

But the move to abolish term 
limits, announced on Sunday, has 
resurrected deeper fears in Chi¬ 
nese society, where memories re¬ 
main of the personality cult of Chi¬ 
na’s founding father, Mao Zedong, 
and the fevered emotions and cha¬ 
os that it conjured. 

Anxious to suppress criticism, 
and maintain an appearance of 
mass support, the Communist 
Continued on Page A10 


By KATE TAYLOR 
and WILLIAM NEUMAN 

Alberto M. Carvalho, who rose 
from undocumented immigrant 
and day laborer to superintendent 
of the Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools, has found a bigger stage: 
He will become the next New York 
City schools chancellor, Mayor 
Bill de Blasio’s office announced 
on Wednesday. 

Mr. Carvalho will oversee the 
nation’s largest system, one made 
up of 1.1 million children, many of 
whom face challenges similar to 


Superintendent With 
Humble Roots 


those he has overcome. Over 70 
percent of New York City students 
come from families that are on 
some form of public assistance, 
and one in every 10 students was 
homeless at some point in the 
2016-17 school year. 

Mr. Carvalho, 53, has led Miami- 
Dade, the nation’s fourth-largest 


district, for nearly a decade and 
has a remarkably successful 
record. The high school gradua¬ 
tion rate has increased to 80.7 per¬ 
cent in 2016-17 from 60.5 percent 
in 2007-8. In 2014, Mr. Carvalho 
was named the National Superin¬ 
tendent of the Year. In 2012, the 
district won the Broad Prize for 
Urban Education, which recog¬ 
nizes districts that have shown 
major gains in student achieve¬ 
ment. 

“Alberto Carvalho is a world- 
class educator with an unmatched 
Continued on Page A21 



INTERNATIONAL A4-13 


U.S. Losing Ally Against ISIS 

Kurdish fighters in Syria, crucial to 
helping the American military, above, 
combat the Islamic State, are peeling 
off to counter Turkish attacks. PAGE A13 

Mystery Man in Italian Politics 

Davide Casaleggio, an internet mogul, 
is a Wizard of Oz-like figure behind a 
key party in Sunday’s vote. PAGE A4 


NATIONAL A14-18 

Anger Over Tip-Off on Raids 

A federal official likened Mayor Libby 
Schaaf of Oakland to a “gang lookout” 
for warning that ICE planned large- 
scale arrests of immigrants. PAGE A14 


NEW YORK A20-23 

Overdosing in the Stacks 

The opioid epidemic has spurred a 
debate over whether libraries should 
stock anti-overdose drugs. page A20 

Seminal Experience 

A new Family Court judge said her 
experience of testifying in her own 
custody case at age 11 fueled her desire 
to help children. PAGE A2l 



BUSINESS DAY Bl-8 


Virtual Coins, Real Resources 

America has a productivity problem. 
One explanation may be all the energy, 
time and money spent to make digital 
products like Bitcoin. PAGE Bl 

Making Taxis That Fly 

Companies are laying the groundwork 
for air taxi services. Uber Air, for one, 
may be only five years away. PAGE Bl 


SPORTSTHURSDAY B9-12 

U.S. Olympic Chief Resigns 

Scott Blackmun, who in January called 
for the resignation of the entire board of 
U.S.A. Gymnastics in the wake of a 
sexual abuse scandal throughout the 
sport, is the latest to go. page B9 


ARTS Cl-8 

An Unpredictable Comedy 

The second season of Donald Glover’s 
hip-hop series “Atlanta” is a different 
show — more serial and structured — 
and blessedly the same. page Cl 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A26-27 

Gail Collins PAGE A27 



A Star Wars Hero’s Trajectory 

John Boyega, cast as the storm trooper 
Finn in 2015’s “The Force Awakens,” is 
part of a new wave of British actors 
shaking up the movie industry. PAGE Dl 

























































































